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A Moment with Owens 
– DCPS Superintendent Owens Saylor 
 
This has been such an exciting year in our schools. I have been – and continue to be – impressed 
with the dedication of our instructional leaders, teachers, parents and members of the entire 
Daviess County community. It has been heartwarming to see so many examples of YOUR 
“Great Expectations” for the students we serve!  
 
“Great Expectations” are what we’re all about … and we want everyone to know it! As we 
proudly share this message, we are distributing “Great Expectations” window clings across our 
community. I invite you to display our district logo on your family vehicle to remind everyone 
about the Great Expectations we have for ALL.  
 
If you did not receive one of these window clings and would like to have one, please write to 
contact@dcps.org with your name and mailing address, and one will be sent to you right away. 
 
The school year is flying by and we are approaching testing dates. We are so proud that DCPS 
was named a Proficient district in the state of Kentucky based on last year’s scores. Our goal is 
to reach Distinguished status – we know we can do it! It all goes back to the Great Expectations 
we share for our children and their futures! 
 
Owens Saylor 
Superintendent 

DCPS – Great Expectations! 
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Sit Down With Saylor! 
Come “Sit Down with Saylor” and join DCPS Superintendent Owens Saylor for a cup of coffee 
and conversation! What’s on your mind? We want to hear from YOU! 
Owens will be at Jay Dee’s Restaurant, 1420 Breckenridge St., from 6:30 to 8 a.m. Wednesday, 
May 15, for an informal chat. Everyone is welcome!  
The schedule also includes: 
John Kuegel's Dairy Barn, 5230 Old Lyddane Bridge Road, 6:30 to 8 a.m. Tuesday, June 11 
Daviess County Public Library, 2020 Frederica St., 6 to 7:30 p.m. Monday, July 15 
Note: “Sit Down With Saylor” sessions are being scheduled across the Daviess County 
community. Watch our website at www.DCPS.org for a list of future meeting dates and 
locations. 
If you need more information, or if you or your organization would like to host a session, please 
call (270) 852-7000 or write to contact@dcps.org 
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Students in the Spotlight! 
 

Governor’s Cup Regional Academic Showcase 
The Kentucky Association for Academic Competition meet for Region 5 was held on Saturday, 
March 23, at Owensboro Catholic 4/6 Center.  Regional tournament participants qualified for 
this competition by placing in a smaller district meet.   
All 12 Daviess County Public Schools elementary schools were represented in Region 5 and 
competed with other area elementary schools, with a total of 19 area schools represented.  
The following teams and students received the highest honors for this competition level.  

http://www.dcps.org/
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Emma Ward, a student at West Louisville Elementary School, won first place in the area of 
Arts and Humanities, helping her team advance to a second-place finish overall. West Louisville 
was only two points behind this year’s first-place winner.  
Charlotte Reid, a student at Sorgho Elementary School, placed first in the category of Language 
Arts, contributing toward her team’s third-place finish overall. 
The Quick Recall Team of Southern Oaks Elementary School won the regional championship 
from among qualifying teams. Team members are: 
Daniel Mays 
Natalie Holland 
Harrison Howard 
Parker Medley 
and Evan Yandell – who also won an individual first place in the area of Science Written 
Assessment. 
Alexandria Roberts, representing Highland Elementary School, won first place in the area of 
Written Composition. 
Two of our teams tied for first place in the area of Future Problem Solving. The Future Problem 
Solving theme this year was Megacities. The level of knowledge that must be demonstrated in 
responding to the scenario one is pretty incredible. Teams are given only 90 minutes in which to 
work as they identify eight challenges that could occur and explain in depth why they are 
challenges, then identify the underlying problems behind each challenge. The team must write 
eight creative and futuristic solutions to solve these problems, including criteria to evaluate 
potential solutions. The students then must write an action plan to explain how their top-ranked 
solution will resolve the problem. That booklet is scored based on creativity, topic research and 
ingenuity. 
Teams from Burns and Tamarack elementary schools tied for first-place in solving that problem. 
We are proud to recognize the following students: 
From Burns Elementary School: 
Ryan Gatton 
Garrett Snyder 
Lea Rhinerson 
Lauren Wilkerson 
From Tamarack Elementary School: 
Trinity Beam 
Angel King 
Jaci Rone 
Ben Wolter 
We are all rightfully proud of each of our 12 elementary schools and our students’ academic 
achievements in this event. But we are especially proud to report that one of our teams was 
selected, by a vote of students from all participating schools, to receive the Catherine Hume 
Sportsmanship Award at the regional event. This is a tribute to the students, their families, their 
teachers, coaches and their school. 
At this time, we are proud to recognize the following members of the Highland Elementary 
School team who contributed to the Good Sportsmanship Award. Students, please step forward 
as your names are called: 
Carter Bean 
Ryan Beckwith 



Meredith Campbell 
Andrew Ellis 
Alex Filbeck 
Lauren Fuqua 
Gage McClure 
Mason Miller 
Hunter Nelson 
Grant Oller 
Jay Powers 
Alexandria Roberts 
and 
Jason Veizaj  
 
We would like to thank our parents for your support. We also appreciate our elementary school 
principals for their leadership, with a special thanks to all of our teachers and academic team 
sponsors, volunteers and supporters.  
We also appreciate our principals and academic team coaches: 
Burns Elementary School – Amy Shutt, Jane Clark 
Tamarack Elementary School – Allison Coomes, Vickie Hunter 
Highland Elementary School – Leslie Peveler, Marjie Pippin, Erin McCormick, Beth 
Mischel, Kendal Quinton 
Southern Oaks Elementary School – Jennifer Humphrey, Mitchell Jones, Patrick Riley, 
Heather Lee 
Sorgho Elementary School – Laura Cecil, Sandra Tichenor, Kelly Moore, Julie Reid, Erin 
Lewis, Elise Gilkey 
West Louisville Elementary School – Nathan Satterly, Cristy Dame, Sans Washington, 
Brittany Greenwalt 
Congratulations once again to all these outstanding students for your excellent achievements! We 
look forward to your continued success in the classroom and beyond.  
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DCPS Schools in the Spotlight 
 

 
BES and SES – NCEA Higher Performing Schools 



The National Center for Educational Achievement, a department of ACT Inc., has honored Burns 
Elementary School and Sorgho Elementary School as 2012 NCEA Higher Performing Schools. 
The honor recognizes the schools’ commitment in raising student achievement and preparing 
students for college and career readiness, regardless of socio-economic barriers or other 
obstacles. 
As stated by ACT Incorporated, “These schools stand out as shining examples of what can be 
achieved when staff, students and parents work together toward a unified goal of preparing 
students for life beyond high school.” 
Burns Elementary School was recognized in the area of mathematics and Sorgho Elementary 
School was recognized in the area of reading. Both schools received Higher Performing 
recognition for student achievement based on performance measures. 
According to the NCEA: Schools are eligible for ranking on a given subject if they have an 
adequate number of qualifying students in each of their grade levels for the most recent school 
year. A school must also have no more than the maximum allowable number of missing grade 
levels for the previous two school years to be eligible for the analysis. In addition to requiring 
that the school’s value-added performance be in the top 10 percent of its low-income group and 
have better than predicted performance across grades in all years or have performed in the top 5 
percent of its low-income group on the achievement level closest to the CCR Targets, NCEA 
also includes the following requirements: 
Met Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) or other requirements of the Elementary and Secondary 
Education Act. 
Had 90 percent of enrolled students take the state assessment in non-AYP subjects. 
Met their state’s requirements on the accountability system. 
This honor truly demonstrates the outstanding work taking place in classrooms every day. When 
teachers have great expectations for student achievement and accept no excuses, the result is 
success for schools, but more importantly, success for students. 
It is our privilege to recognize principals Dr. Amy Shutt of Burns Elementary School; and 
Laura Cecil of Sorgho Elementary School, instructional leaders, and the entire faculties and 
staffs of these outstanding schools, as we know achievements like this are possible only with 
support from all stakeholders.  
Thank you for all your hard work in meeting and exceeding our great expectations for students!  
 

 
 

MLES – AHA Fit-Friendly Worksite 
From the time it first opened in 2004, Meadow Lands Elementary School has set a standard of 
excellence in the area of physical fitness and healthy lifestyle choices. Even its motto encourages 
children to “Leap Into Learning.” 
Meadow Lands has received numerous awards in this area, and we are proud tonight to celebrate 
a national level honor as this school has been named a National Gold Level Fit-Friendly 
Worksite by the American Heart Association. 



To quality for this national honor, Meadow Lands completed a rigorous application process, 
which included documenting compliance with at least 10 area of criteria in the categories of 
physical activity, nutrition, culture and smoke-free facility. Meadow Lands excelled by meeting 
12 criteria. 
The award was presented at the school last week as part of a ceremony that also recognized 
Meadow Lands for its donation of more than $3,500 to the American Heart Association, the 
results of an outstanding Jump Rope for Heart benefit. Even more impressive is the fact that in 
its nine-year history, Meadow Lands has raised more than $25,000 for the American Heart 
Association’s fight against America’s number-one killer, heart disease. 
This honor is a tribute to the leadership of Principal Kevin Lowe and the dedication of physical 
education instructor Amy Bouchard. We appreciate the work you are doing to set an example for 
the students at Meadow Lands Elementary School in establishing and meeting great expectations 
for health and fitness!  
 
 
 

 

Gateway Academy 
If you know of a current seventh- or eighth-grade student interested in a challenging and fun 
summer opportunity, please check out this video: http://youtu.be/o3Ah0R10sS4  
 
Enrollment is based on first come, first served. Interested students may register at the Gateway 
Academy link at www.communitycampus.me  or click HERE to go directly to the registration 
page. 
 
For more information, contact Aaron Yeiser at aaron.yeiser@daviess.kyschools.us  This 
opportunity is available to students attending any of the seven middle schools in our community. 
 
Check out this video from last year’s group. http://youtu.be/o3Ah0R10sS4  
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DCPS  

Great Expectations Customer Service  
and  

Great Expectations Office Professional Awards 
Now Accepting Nominations! 

 
Visit www.dcps.org for more information or click HERE to download nomination form. 
Nomination deadline is May 1.  
  
Nomination form may be printed and completed or (preferred) simply fill in the blanks, then 
select “File / Attach to email” or “File / Send / Page by email” option to send to our DCPS 
Community Relations coordinator at Mike.Gray@daviess.kyschools.us   
  
Daviess County Public Schools is proud to sponsor district-level Customer Service and Office 
Professional Awards. 
A district committee will identify one DCPS Great Expectations Customer Service winner and 
one DCPS Great Expectations Office Professional winner from among nominees. 
Great Expectations Customer Service winner will be submitted as DCPS district nominee for the 
Kentucky Association of School Administrators’ Fred Award. Great Expectations Office 
Professional winner will be submitted as DCPS district nominee for KASA Wanda Luttrell 
Office Professional Award. 
Recognitions: 
Great Expectations Customer Service 
$1,000 Purchase Order for professional use 
Designated parking place for one year 
Nominated by DCPS for KASA ‘Fred Award’ 
Great Expectations Office Professional 
$1,000 Purchase Order for professional use 
Designated parking place for one year 
Nominated by DCPS for KASA Wanda Luttrell Office Professional Award honors 
  
Click HERE to nominate a Customer Service or Office Professional candidate! Nominations 
accepted through May 1, 2013.  
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News from the Foundation for DCPS 
 
 



 
Reservations are now closed for Focus Awards 



Please congratulate our Focus Awards Finalists and Distinguished Alumni! 
Thank you to our Sponsors: 

Murray State University – Jim Carter, VP Institutional Advancement 
Independence Bank – Darrell Higginbotham, President 

First Security Bank – Dale Stewart, Board Member, Kevin Roark, Assistant VP & 
Loan Officer 

Hilliard Lyons – Rick Hobgood, Sr. VP and Branch Manager 
Yewell Family – Jean & David and Jason & Mary Kaye 

Owensboro Career Development Association 
Anonymous – Meadow Lands table sponsor 

Daviess County Fiscal Court – Commissioners Charlie Castlen, Jim Lambert & 
George Wathen 

Domtar Hawesville Mill – Steve Sangalli, Whitesville table sponsor 
Old National Bank – Wade Jenkins, Area President 

Southwire Kentucky Plant – Donnie Sanders, Operational Support Manager 
DCHS PAWS – Emily Gholson, President – DCHS sponsor 

U.S. Bank – Fred May, President 
 

Whitesville receives kudos for tremendous learning community support. They have 
33 attendees at Focus Awards in support of their tremendous nominees!  
 
BIG thank you to Lesley Wigginton Ferguson, Shelia Ann Miller and Karen 
Higdon’s DCHS String Quartet for sharing musical talents with us. 
 
Thank you Lisa Sims and DCPS Food Services, Tony Sparks and Patrick Riley for 
you technical support and Matt Abel for logistics. 
 
Thank you Matt Mason and DCHS staff for facilities support. 
 
Thank you Foundation for DCPS Board and Volunteers – you are the BEST! 
 
Save the date for Alumni & Friends Festival 2013 –  
August 23 and 24 

Friday After 5 
Friday Night Football (AHS & DC are both at home) 

Saturday – 8:00 a.m. 3K at Yellow Creek Park 
Saturday – 11:00 to 2:00 Family & Friends Picnic at Reid’s Orchard 

Saturday Evening – Extravaganza at Hines Center 
 



 
YOU would make a GREAT member of our Founders 

Society!!! 
 

Founders Society . . .  

 
Because they are worth it. 

The Foundation provides two different ways to enrich and enhance education in 
our school district through our Founders Programs: 

(1) Individuals may join our Founders Society by investing $1,000 (or $550 
over each of the next two years) - DCPS employees payroll deduction 
(contact Julia Hobbs); 

(2) Businesses may join Business Founders  
a. GOLD - $10,000 
b. SILVER - $ 5,000 – Toyotetsu  
c. BRONZE - $2,500 

Our Founders Programs provide funding for our educational enhancement grant 
program; our Foundation Grants Program will award grants to staff to empower 
teachers and administrators to aggressively pursue innovative and creative 
educational opportunities for our DCPS children.  
 
 

mailto:julia.hobbs@daviess.kyschools.us
http://www.foundationfordcps.org/page.php?page=21�


 
 

Mullins Scholarship Open for AHS seniors –  
See Ms. Kreke in Guidance at Apollo 

 
Email or call Vicki Quisenberry (270) 231-5583 

 
Click to go to our secure on-line giving portal OR 

You may mail your check directly to the Foundation: 
Foundation for DCPS 

Attn: Ms. Shelly Glenn 
P.O. Box 22920 

Owensboro, KY  42304 
 

Blessings to you all and THANK YOU for supporting the  
Foundation and our 11,000 DCPS children! 
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DCPS Calendars 
 
2012-2013 and 2013-2014 School Calendars 
The 2012-13 calendar is posted on the www.dcps.org website … click HERE to go directly to 
that page to download a pdf document.  

The DCPS Board of Education has approved the instructional calendar for 2013-14. Click 
HERE to view, download or print the calendar for our next school year.  
Please note makeup days should always be avoided when scheduling vacations and travel. 
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DCPS ‘Snow Day’ Procedures 
Information about School Closings, Delays and Early Dismissals 
Families are encouraged to familiarize themselves with these procedures about school 
cancellations, delays or early dismissals. Click HERE to view, download or print these 
guidelines.  
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Infinite Campus mobile portal app available for parents, 
students 
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(FRANKFORT, Ky.) – Parents, guardians and public school students can access grades, 
attendance information and more through the Campus Mobile Portal app, the first in a series of 
fully-integrated, easy-to-use mobile learning tools.  
The new Campus Mobile Portal is available for free from the App Store. Once the app has been 
installed on Android or Apple iOS devices (iPod Touch, iPhone, iPad), parents and students can 
access grades, attendance and schedule information virtually anywhere. 
The Mobile Portal offers several functions: 
Daily Planner lets students to know exactly when and where they need to be and to see the 
assignments coming up in each of their classes. 
Assignments provides detailed information about what students are (present), were (past) or will 
be (future) expected to do in each class. 
Attendance provides both summary and detail information about absences and tardies. 
Grades provides immediate access to the important metrics of success and allows parents and 
students to “drill down” to the assignments that make up a particular grade. 
Notifications, once enabled by the district, allows parent and student subscribers to receive 
notifications regarding changes to assignments, grades and attendance according to their 
individual notification preferences.  
 
The DCPS access code for the IC app is available by visiting http://portal.dcps.org  
Parents may log in to their Infinite Campus Parent Portal accounts, then click on the link that 
says “Available on the App Store.” You will receive instructions and a passkey for the 
smartphone app.  
 
About Infinite Campus  
For more than a decade, Infinite Campus has successfully implemented its solutions for 
customers of all sizes. Today, Infinite Campus applications manage more than 4.5 million 
students in 43 states. Infinite Campus customers range from districts with fewer than 100 
students to those with more than 100,000 as well as regional consortia, state departments of 
education and the federal government. www.infinitecampus.com 
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DCPS offers district app  
The Daviess County Public Schools district has launched a smartphone application for iOS 
(iPhone) and Android systems. Users may search their app stores for “Daviess County Public 
Schools” to download the free app. Once installed, the app provides information in the following 
areas: 
• District calendar, including breaks and holidays 
• DCPS headlines and announcements 
• Superintendent Newsletter 
• Photo gallery 
• Bell schedules – start and end times for all DCPS schools, as well as class period schedules 

for middle and high schools 
• A link for parents to download the Infinite Campus app for iPhones 

http://portal.dcps.org/
http://www.infinitecampus.com/


• Board of education – a list of DCPS board members, schedule of Board meeting dates, a 
video message from Superintendent Owens Saylor, and the DCPS mission statement  

• Contact us – provides users with options to call or email the Central Office, as well as 
providing addresses and phone numbers for all DCPS schools 

 

Anthony Sparks, DCPS director of instructional technology, was instrumental in the 
development of the app. Sparks said the district is always looking for ways to communicate 
important information. 
 

“We want to be as responsive as possible to the needs of our families,” Sparks said. 
“Smartphones are definitely a growing source of information for people, and we are really 
pleased to be able to put this information literally at the fingertips of our community.” 
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DCPS Newsletters and Communications 
Our DCPS electronic newsletter will be sent each month with additional issues sent when more 
immediate communication is necessary. Invite friends and fellow DCPS families to sign up by 
visiting www.dcps.org Click on the red “parents” tab, then select “Communications” and then 
“Superintendent’s Newsletter.” Provide your email address to sign up. It’s fast and free, and is a 
great way to stay informed of news and information from DCPS! 
 
However, if you have any questions or comments at any time, please always feel free to let us 
know. Write to contract@dcps.org or call our office at (270) 852-7000. 
 
While you’re on-line, I encourage you to spend a few minutes browsing our website. Our goal is 
to provide the information you want and need, in an easy-to-locate format. Again, if you have 
questions or comments, let us know by writing to contact@dcps.org  
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In addition, our district’s staff newsletter, the Grapevine, is also available to the public. Visit 
www.dcps.org and click on the green “staff” tab, then select “Grapevine.” Each edition includes 
a variety of information from and about our district. 
 
DCPS News – on the air … and on-line too! 
DCPS Cable 54 is now Cable 74! Check out great programming from across the DCPS district 
on Cable 74 or Web74! Tune in to Channel 74 on Time-Warner Cable. Families who don’t have 
cable access, or who live elsewhere in the country or around the world can still tune in by 
visiting www.dcps.org … Click on the blue “community” tab, then select “Watch Channel 74” to 

http://www.dcps.org/
mailto:contract@dcps.org
mailto:contact@dcps.org
http://www.dcps.org/
http://www.dcps.org/


see current and archived programming on the web, anywhere, anytime! For more information, 
contact Linda Salyer at Linda.Salyer@daviess.kyschools.us  
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OneCall Now 
The OneCall Now telephone messaging system was introduced to our district in 2006. This 
direct telephone messaging system has done a great job of keeping our families informed of 
news about the DCPS district. 
I would like to remind all DCPS families to keep our schools informed of all contact information 
changes – phone numbers, addresses, etc. – that may occur throughout the school year. Our goal 
is to keep our parents and families informed, and this is possible only when we have accurate 
contact information. 
DCPS families may add additional telephone numbers to our OneCall Now database throughout 
the year by visiting www.dcps.org … select the red “parents” tab, then select “Communication” 
and then “OneCall Now.”  
To remove a number from OneCall Now, visit www.onecallnow.com and scroll down to the 
bottom of the page. Select “Opt Out” from the menu items listed across the bottom, then fill in 
the requested fields. For assistance, write to contact@dcps.org or call 852-7000.  
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Owens Saylor’s Professional Guiding Principles 
The safety, health and long-term welfare of students and employees are fundamental to my role 
as a school official. 
 
Our community expects that we will provide a world-class education for their children, delivered 
by the best possible teachers and supported through caring and effective leadership. 
 
All means all. Whatever it takes to ensure that we provide a high-quality educational experience 
for every child, every day, we must do. 
 
The value of an employee has nothing to do with their position, level of education or salary, and 
everything to do with their willingness and ability to serve. 
 

mailto:Linda.Salyer@daviess.kyschools.us
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Trust is built when decision making includes honest and open dialogue with those who may be 
impacted by the decision. Trust ends when decisions are made without gathering or valuing the 
input of others. 
 
We must be effective stewards of hard-earned taxpayer money, granted by consent. 
 
We must approach everything we do with a “servant’s heart.” 
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Contact Us 
Anytime you have a question or need more information about any of these projects or programs 
– or want to talk about any aspect of the DCPS district – we invite your communication! A 
directory of administrators is listed below; feel free to contact any of us anytime. Unless 
otherwise noted, these individuals may be reached at (270) 852-7000 or by email: 
Owens Saylor – Superintendent – Owens.Saylor@daviess.kyschools.us  
Julie Clark – Assistant Superintendent of Teaching and Learning – 
Julie.Clark@daviess.kyschools.us  
Matt Robbins – Assistant Superintendent of Business and Operations – 
Matt.Robbins@daviess.kyschools.us  
Dr. Vicki Riley – Director of Elementary Schools – Vicki.Riley@daviess.kyschools.us  
Anthony Sparks – Director of Instructional Technology – Anthony.Sparks@daviess.kyschools.us  
Marcia Carpenter – College/Career Readiness Coordinator – 
Marcia.Carpenter@daviess.kyschools.us  
Robin Bush – Director of Special Services – Robin.Bush@daviess.kyschools.us  
Windy Kretman – Director of Student Services – Windy.Kretman@daviess.kyschools.us  
Janet Land – Preschool Coordinator – Janet.Land@daviess.kyschools.us  
Wendi Morgan – Health Coordinator – Wendi.Morgan@daviess.kyschools.us  
Wayne Wright – Director of Transportation – Wayne.Wright@daviess.kyschools.us – 852-7080 
Lisa Sims – Director of Food Services/School Nutrition – Lisa.Sims@daviess.kyschools.us  
Jana Beth Francis – Director of Assessment/Research/Curriculum – 
JanaBeth.Francis@daviess.kyschools.us  
Mark Owens – Director of Personnel – Mark.Owens@daviess.kyschools.us  
David Humphrey – Director of Operations/Maintenance – 
David.Humphrey@daviess.kyschools.us – 852-7060 
Lora Wimsatt – Public Relations Coordinator – Lora.Wimsatt@daviess.kyschools.us  
General questions or communication – contact@dcps.org 
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DCPS – “Great Expectations!” 
 
 
 
 


